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CHRISTMAS  SE-

VICES 

AT KILDRESS 
 

Sunday 14th, 11.30am 

Sunday School 
Carol Service 

 

Thursday 18th, 10.30am 

Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 21st, 7pm 

Carols by Candlelight 
NB No morning service today 

 

Christmas Day 

9.39am 

Holy Communion 
 

 

11.00am 

Christmas Focus 

NB Encourage kids of all ages 
to bring something that Santa 

may have left 

One reason the wise men were wise is because they came to 
Jesus for the right reason. They were seekers of the truth. And 
they would go to any length to find Jesus, but they came to 

worship Jesus. 

There are people today who don't love Jesus; they just use 
Jesus. Politicians use Jesus to get votes. Business leaders 
use Jesus to get a blessing on their business. Marketers use 
Jesus to sell a product. People use Jesus for their own selfish 

reasons. 

We often ask, 'What can Jesus do for me,' as if he's a vending 
machine. We act as if God is a giant genie -- just rub the lamp 
and whatever your wish is his command. But God is not your 
genie. He is your God. He's in charge. He has the right to tell 

you what to do, not vice versa. 

So the wise men came for the right reason.  They didn't come 
to get something from Jesus; they came to show gratitude, to 

show love, to show honor, to show respect. 

They gave Jesus the best they had.  They didn't give him their 
leftovers. They didn't give him lip service. They didn't give him 
a gift card.  They thought through what to give him. The three 
presents that the wise men brought had very important signifi-

cance -- 

Gold is the gift you give to Kings. In days of old, tribute was 
paid by bringing gold to the king.  It was the most precious 
metal of the time and so the wise men are presenting it as a 

gift to the king. 

Frankincense was a kind of incense, used to worship God 
in the temple. So the wise men are saying this baby, Jesus, is 
not only king, he is also God. He is worthy of being wor-

shipped. 

Myrrh was a spice used to embalm the dead. Now that's an 
unusual gift for a baby: the spice put on a dead body before 
wrapping it in linens. So the wise men, by their gifts, acknowl-
edged that Jesus is God Incarnate, he is king, and he is going 

to die. Jesus is the saviour of the world and he has come 

to die for our sins. So, come, and Worship the King 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F2.bp.blogspot.com%2F-XDIQYojYIpw%2FUpWIG0qMQgI%2FAAAAAAAALD8%2Fdw4RwJv-t88%2Fs1600%2FJesus%252Bis%252Bthe%252BReason%252Bfor%252Bthe-Season.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmattressessale.eu%2Ftag%2Fjesus-is-t
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We in Kildress take very seriously our 
ministry to our young people. Whether it 
be in our uniformed organisations or 
crèche or Sunday School, children are at 
the heart of what we do. All of this work 
can only happen whenever volunteers 
step foreword to serve. 

Thank you every teacher or leader for 
what you do for our young people Your 
time and commitment, your creativity and 
care is recognised and we say thank you. 
When Jesus talked to the crowds he re-
ferred to children in two or three ways.  

1. Children are held up as the example 
for how all of us need to openly, believ-
ingly, trustingly come to Jesus.  
2. We are warned that if anyone should 
hurt or emotionally damage children by 
our interaction with them then it would be 
better for us to be thrown into the sea to 
drown than face the anger of the           
Almighty Father. 

3. Adults were also warned never to get 
in the way of children coming to Jesus 
and putting their trust in Him. 
 

Please pray for our leaders and teachers 
as they look after our children, teach and 
encourage them to come to Jesus. And 
pray for our young people as they, week 
by week, meet in our buildings and have 
to story of Jesus love for them explained 
and displayed to them, and that they will 
put their trust in Jesus. 

Oh, yes it is panto time at the Burnavon! 
 

It’s not long now until this season’s annual pan-
tomime, which is taking place at the Burnavon, 
Cookstown from Friday 10th to Saturday 25th 
January 2014. 

‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’ is being 
performed with their usual verve, sparkle and 
fun for all the family by Stewartstown Dramatic 
Society. The annual family pantomime has be-
come a real event in the local calendar with 
many a local face appearing in various guises! 

Our select vestry has wanted to encourage our 
Sunday School and for their Christmas Gift are 
taking them to see Snow White on Saturday 
10th January for the 2.00pm performance. Final 
numbers have been got and tickets have been 
booked. Permission slips will be issued and ar-
rival time at the theatre will be agreed. 

Thank You vestry and enjoy the pantomime 
Sunday School! 

Make sure you come and 
encourage the members 
of the Sunday School for 
their Carol Service on 
Sunday 14th December at 
11.30am, but come early 
to enjoy the usual spiced 
apple juice!  
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Plans are well under way for this exciting 
event to take place next June. As well as 

the flower arrangements and exhibits that 
will express the Biblical references to the 
fact that God can bring blessing refresh-

ing and Joy out of the Rock.  
Kildress Church is built on a rock and the 
Bible speaks of God building his church 

on the Rock and how the wise man builds 
his house upon the rock and many more. 
Along side the Flower Festival there will 
be catering for bus trips and tea and cof-

fee for anyone who wishes a break from all 
the viewing. It is hoped that there will be 
demonstrations of old crafts and some-

thing for the kids. Live music will be 
played throughout the weekend and there 
will be an MG vintage car exhibition on the 

Sunday afternoon. Please remember to 
spread the news of this festival to others 

that you know both far and near. It will 
take many people to run such an event 

and when the time comes please volunteer 
to help in any way possible. Much more 
information will be shared right through 

next year until the event in June 

Something great to look forward to! 

BIG NEWS 
 

Kildress 

Flower  

Festival 
Friday 5th June to Sunday 

7th June 2015 

Kildress Senior 

Members  
Our Christmas/New Year Dinner will take 
place on Thursday 15th of January 2015 fol-
lowing our Communion service which will 
be 11.00am. There will be a sign up sheet in 
the new year to book your place at the table. 
Do plan to come. It would be great to have 
you there. 
 

All senior members of Kildress should have 
received a tin of shortbread from our parish 
visitors along with the new FWO Envelopes 
and this copy of The Rock. Please accept 
this small gift as token of how much we ap-
preciate you being members of our church 
family.  

Please have all dona-

tions to church funds 

with the treasurer by 

the 31st of December 

as the books need to 

be closed then for ac-

counting purposes 

A big thank you to 
the parish visitors 

for their work deliv-
ering what needs to 
get out to all parish-
ioners during year. 
The work you do is 
very important and 



SERVICE PLANNER 

MONTH DATE  DAY TIME SERVICE  COMMENNTS 

      

 Dec 14 7th Sun 11.30am Holy Communion  

  14th Sun 11.30am Children’s Carol Service  Sunday School 
  18th  Thurs 10.30am Morning Communion  

 21st Sun   NO morning Service 

 21st Sun 7.00pm Carols by Candlelight  

  25th Thurs 9.30am Christmas Day Communion   

  25th Thurs 11.00am Christmas Day Focus  

  28th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer   

      

Jan 15 4th Sun 11.30am Holy Communion  

 11th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

 15th Thurs 11.00am Thursday Holy Communion Followed by Seniors Dinner 
 18th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

 25th Sun 11.30am Focus  

      

Feb 15 1st Sun 11.30am Holy Communion The Apostles Creed 1 

 8th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer The Apostles Creed 2 

 15th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer The Apostles Creed 3 

 19th Thurs 10.30am Holy Communion  

 22nd Sun 11.30am Focus The Apostles Creed 4 

      

Mar 15 1st Sun 11.30am Holy Communion The Apostles Creed 5 

 8th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer The Apostles Creed 6 

 15th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

 22nd Sun 11.30am Focus  

Archbishop Clarke will be coming to 
Kildress on Wednesday 22 April 2015, 
at 7.30 pm to Confirm those young 
people, or adults, who wish to be con-
firmed. There will be an information 
meeting for all those considering con-
firmation on Monday 19th January at 
7.00pm in the Minor Hall.  
All young people, along with parents, 
and adults considering confirmation 
should attend this information meet-
ing. Please phone Brian, the Rector, 
(02886751215) if you have any ques-
tions before then. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury recently said in a 
sermon that the Church of England had only a 
further 30 years or so left unless it learned once 
again how to pray. Archbishop Clarke com-
menting on this said I don’t know how long the 
Church of Ireland would have left but again we 
need to learn again how to pray. 
 

I totally agree. In Kildress we cannot expect 
God to be at work in us or through us if we do 
not pray together. I have been praying for those 
who belong to Kildress that we would once 
again develop a passion for, dependence on  
and commitment to, Prayer. 
Wednesday Nights at 
8pm in the minor hall is 
when we meet to pray. 
Do come along. 
 


