
    Here are the words of one of my 
favourite Easter songs. It reflects 
the powerful awesome mood of the 
Resurrection. Jesus raised from death 
to life.  

Swallowed into earth's dark womb 

And death has triumphed 

That's what they say 

But tried to hold him in the tomb 

The son of life 

Rose on the third day                                   
Just look 

The gates of hell 
They're falling 

Crumbling from the inside out 
He's bursting through 

The walls with laughter (hah!) 
Listen to the angels shout 

It is finished!  He has done it! 
Life conquered death, Jesus 

Christ Has won it 

His plan of battle 

You know it 
He fooled them all 

They led him off to prison to die 

But as he entered hades hall 
He broke those hellish chains with 

a cry                                           
Just listen to those demons 

screaming 

See him bruise the serpent's head 

The prisoners of hell 
He's redeeming (oh!) 

All the power of death is dead 

It is finished 

He has done it 
Life conquered death 

Jesus Christ Has won it! 
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1 Cross + 3 Nails = 4 Giv-
en 

If you haven’t been out at church for 
a while, for whatever reason, why not 
see if you might plan to return this 
Easter.  

I got a call at the rectory last week 
from a man from England. He used 
to live in Kildress many years ago. 
From what he told me he never gave 
much thinking to life, God, death, or 
what happened after that. He has a 
good life and has done well, as well as 
being fit and healthy. Until last 
month. He had a heart attack out of 
the blue. In hospital all the confidenc-
es he had in life suddenly became less 
secure. He told me that he faced up to 
a lot of things, one of them being that 
he now realised that some day he 
would die, he wasn’t ready. He wanted 
to know if he could by a grave plot. I 
told him what he could do to sort that 
out. And then said Ok that is your 
body sorted out, what about that part 
of you that lives on? He told me how 
that was the first thing he sorted out 
with the help from the minister at a 
local church that he now goes to.     It 
makes you think doesn’t it? 

It is part of a Christian Musical 
called The Witness. It is the story of 
the life and death, ups and downs, 
joys and sorrows of the life of Jesus 
and how he changed the lives of the 
disciples and many others as told 
through the life of Peter.                                      
 It is a wonderful story with 
great music. You can listen to the 
musical on YouTube. It is worth 
listening to—just Google The Wit-
ness Musical.                                                   
I  wonder what you make of 
Jesus and the Easter story. I am 
growing to realize more and more 
that the society in which we now live 
is so out of touch, so low in 
knowledge, and so unconvinced with 
the God of heaven and earth. We 
can celebrate Easter and Christmas 
and the other Christian festivals and 
pay very little attention, time or com-
mitment to the God we celebrate.  

Will you come to church over Easter 
weekend. Have a look at the time of 
the services and plan to come to at 
least one of the services over the 
Easter weekend. Have a look at the 
time of the services and plan to 
come to at least one of the services. EASTER  SERVCES 

Sunday 29th March, 11.30  
Palm Sunday                         

Launch of  
Pyramid Rock          

  
Thursday 2nd April, 10.30 

Maundy Thursday 

Holy Communion 

 

Friday 3rd April, 8.00 

Good Friday 

Meditation 

 

Sunday 5th April, 11.30 

Easter Day 

Holy Communion 



                                                          
4 The church mushroomed size in Jerusalem, the very 
place he was crucified. Followers of Jesus in the city of Jerusa-
lem grew from a few dozen to thousands upon thousands 
soon after Jesus' resurrection. They believed it was true.         
5 Contemporary documents refer to the event. Thallus the 
Samaritan, Suetonius, Tacitus, Pliny contain references to 
Jesus. Jewish historian Josephus writes about Jesus' crucifixion 
and resurrection. They knew something had happened.       
Jesus' resurrection from the dead is actually more plausible 
than any other explanation. That's why we Christians make 
such a big deal about Easter. That's why we celebrate.       
Jesus' resurrection means that death is not the end. That 
though my body may lie mouldering in the ground, Jesus, 
whom the Father raised from the dead, gives me eternal life. 
Ultimately, we Christians believe, our bodies, too, will be 
raised from the dead.                                                             
And since Jesus is not dead, people can encounter him today. 
You can know him through a personal relationship. I could 
point to lots of people who can testify what Jesus has done in 
their lives to bring them from the brink of disaster to peace 
and meaning and joy. He changes people for good.                     

If you're not sure can't really say you've met this risen Jesus, 
this Easter Sunday why don't you slip into church to seek him. 
And perhaps in the midst of our celebration, you'll find him 
for yourself. 

He's alive, you know. That's what Easter is all about! 

 

Jesus Raised From The Dead? ….. Prove It 

I can’t think of a more appropriate 
greeting for today. If we’ve ever need-
ed peace on earth, we need it now.           
A significant statement is made when 
the angels appeared to the shepherds, 
announcing the birth of Messiah: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
(Luke 2:14) This is the message of 
Christmas – peace on earth.               
The purpose of the coming of Jesus is 
to bring peace, to make a settlement 
between God and humankind. Clearly, 
those who are odds with Christ will 

not enjoy His peace. In fact, He once 
said, “Do you think I came to bring 
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but divi-
sion.” (Luke 12:51) He was speaking of 
the necessity of choosing Him. Jesus is 
what separates good from evil, peace 
from war.              So the only way to 
have peace is to know Jesus; not just as 
a newborn baby, but as the resurrected 
Lord and King. You’ve seen the bumper 
sticker:                                                                      
No Jesus, No Peace.                                 
Know Jesus, Know Peace.            
“And the peace of God, which trans-
cends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:7. 

Is Peace on Earth Possible? 
John 20 recounts the resurrection 
of Christ after He had been cruci-
fied. He appears to His disciples on 
three different occasions. Each 
time, He greets them with the same 
phrase: “Peace be with you!” (John 
20:19, 21, 26) I believe the reason 
for this is that they were very trou-
bled by the events of the past few 
days. Their friend and leader had 
been killed; they were in hiding, 
afraid the same may happen to 
them. Jesus calmed them with His 
presence and His promise of peace. 
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In every healthy congregation you 
will find certain people that comprise 
the essential “heart and soul” of the 
church. Note . . .  They are always 
present at the services. If it is necessary 
to make changes, adjust schedules, suf-
fer inconvenience or simply miss out on 
other activities, they will do so because 
they are committed to being present 
every time the doors are open.

 These folks actually look for oppor-
tunities to serve. If there is work to be 
done, Bible classes to be a part of , 
weak members to be encouraged, sick 
folks to be visited, menial chores to be 
fulfilled, they will step up and get the 
job done. They are not waiting to be 
told what to do. Instead they are search-
ing for more and more that can be ac-
complished.                                           
In matters of personal purity and moral-
ity, these people are setting a worthy 
example. They don’t look for 
“loopholes” to justify untoward behav-
iour. Rather they “go the extra mile” to 
make sure that there is not even an 
“appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22).        

NOT BUT 

"Raised from the dead? Sure. Right. And I have a bridge I'd 
like to sell you."                                                                   
That's how Thomas might have responded if he had lived in 
our day. "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I 
will not believe it."1 He'd seen dead people before. And Jesus 
was dead. He sounds like sophisticated rationalists of the 
Twenty-first Century. "It isn't plausible," they would contend. 
"It didn't happen. But what if it did happen?                      
Thomas was convinced when Jesus appeared to him, reached 
out his hands to Thomas, and said, "Put your finger here." 
Thomas dropped to his knees. "My Lord and my God!"          
It was self-hypnosis, you counter. The disciples wanted to 
believe that their Lord was not dead, so they just invented it 
out of no were.                                                                     
Really? Let's look at some of the evidence.                                
1 Jesus' body was missing. If the Jews could have found it, 
they could have stilled the preaching of Jesus' resurrection 
that filled Jerusalem. But they could not.                        
2 The body wasn't stolen. The Romans had no motive. The 
Jews had no motive. Ah-ha, you say, the disciples stole it. 
There is the matter of the Roman guards, and the disciples' 
initial disbelief when the women brought them the news early 
that Easter morning. This brings me to my third point.           
3 If the disciples had stolen the body, you wouldn't ex-
pect them to risk their lives. People don't die for what they 
know is not true. But the disciples put their lives on the line, 
and nearly all were eventually martyred for their faith. They 
certainly believed it. 



KILDRESS CHURCH HALL 

MON 30th March – FRI 3rd APRIL 2015 

6.30PM – 7.45PM 

For young people who are in P1 – P7 
Special opening service  Palm Sunday                 

29th March    @ 11.30am 

Essential Church Members 

CONFIRMATION 
2015 

This year 7 of our young peo-

ple will  be Confirmed by 

Archbishop Richard. The 

service will take place on 

Wednesday 22nd April at 

7.30pm. Please pray for our 

preparation times together 

and plan to attend this im-

portant service. It will encour-

age the young church mem-

bers that they are valued. 
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to make changes, adjust schedules, suf-
fer inconvenience or simply miss out on 
other activities, they will do so because 
they are committed to being present 
every time the doors are open. 

-- These folks actually look for oppor-
tunities to serve. If there is work to be 
done, Bible classes to be a part of , 
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folks to be visited, menial chores to be 
fulfilled, they will step up and get the 
job done. They are not waiting to be 
told what to do. Instead they are search-
ing for more and more that can be ac-
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In matters of personal purity and moral-
ity, these people are setting a worthy 
example. They don’t look for 
“loopholes” to justify untoward behav-
iour. Rather they “go the extra mile” to 
make sure that there is not even an 
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 In the language they use, 
the places they go, the movies and TV 
they watch, the stories they tell these 
church members are determined to do 
the right thing.  

2015 years 
ago heaven 

touched earth 
the rest is 
‘His story’ 

First year it was as  

Streetwise       

Last year it was    

Mission Rescue     re-

member the songs, the 

games, the competition, 

the gunge, the fruit, the 

tent, We’ll be doing it all 
again this year only we 

will be visiting the land 

of Pyramid Rock and will be getting to 

know all about Joseph! 

Most surveys indicate that 80% 
of what is contributed in any church 
comes from about 20% of the mem-
bership. The kind of people we’re 
describing here are among that 20%. 
They are truly sacrificial in their giv-
ing. 

When conflicts arise in the 
church, these people can be counted 
on to help make resolution. They are 
not the sort to only want their own 
way. Instead, they work hard to ad-
dress situations that -- unheeded -- 
could lead to serious division. They 
stand firmly and without compro-
mise for the truth, they love their 
brethren, and they care about the 
church. 

More could be said, but the pic-
ture is pretty clear. Local churches 
depend on these members. In fact, 
without them a congregation will 
never prosper. Now, the simple ques-
tion is: Are you one of these 
‘essential’ church members? Think! 



A closed mouth           
gathers no foot 

Apr 15         

5th Sun 11.30am Holy Communion  

12th  Sun 11.30am Morning Service  

16th Thurs 10.30am Holy Communion  

19th Sun 11.30am Morning Service  

22nd  Wed 7. 30pm Confirmation Service  

26th  Sun 11.30am Focus  

        

May 15        

3rd Sun 11.30am Holy Communion  

10th  Sun 11.30am Morning Service  

17th Sun 11.30am Morning Service  

21st Thurs 10.30am Holy Communion  

24th Sun 11.30am Focus  

        

Jun 15        

7th Sun 11.30am Holy Communion  

14th Sun 11.30am Children’s Day  

21st Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

28th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

         

Jul 15         

5th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

12th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

19th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

26th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

        

Aug 15        

2nd Sun 11.30am Holy Communion  

9th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

16th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

23rd  Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

30th  Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer  

SERVICE PLANNER 

General Vestry Meeting 

Minor Hall  

Wednesday 15th April 

8pm 

Sunday,  April 5th 2015, 
6am 

At The Argory, Moy, 
With Archbishop Rich-

ard Clarke 

And The Mark Ferguson 
Band 


