
I’m sure you have heard 

them all before! 

 

I don’t want to go to 

church today! 
A mother went to wake her son for 
church one Sunday morning. When she 
knocked on his door, he said, “I’m not 
going!” “Why not?” asked his mother. 
“I’ll give you two good reasons,” he 
said. “One, they don’t like me. Two, I 
don’t like them.” His mother replied, 
“I’ll give you two good reasons why 
YOU WILL go to church. One, you’re 47 
years old. Two, you’re the minister!” 

 

The coin toss 

By the time Bobby arrived, the football 
game had already started. “Why are 
you so late?” asked his friend. “I could-
n’t decide between going to church 
and going to the football game. So I 
tossed a coin,” said Bobby. “But that 
shouldn’t have taken too long.” said 
the friend. “Well, I had to toss it 35 
times.”  

 

Where we come from?  

A little girl asked her mother, "Where 

did people come from?"  
Her mother answered, "God made 
Adam and Eve and they had children 
and that's how all mankind was 
made." A couple of days later she 
asked her father the same question. 
The father answered, "Many years 
ago there were monkeys, which the 
human race evolved from." The con-
fused little girl returned to her 
mother and said, "Mum, how is it 
possible that you told me that we 
were created by God, and Daddy 
said we came from monkeys?" The 
mother answered, "Well, dear, it is 
very simple. I told you about my side 
of the family and your father told 
you about his."  
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Sunday 27th September @ 11.30am 
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From 
10.45am 

Come to church 
early and before 
the service enjoy 

a cup of tea or 
coffee and a bis-

cuit  

 

From 
11.30am 

Our Special ser-
vice begins. An 
informal time of 

worship together 
and then see what 
our church is all 

about 

 

From 
12.40pm 

Move into the hall 
for a parish soup 
lunch (minimum 
donation of £3) 

and enjoy o short 
time of chat and 
food together. 

Kildress Parish 
Church of Ireland 

We all have our views about 
church and its services. And 
for those who do not attend 
regularly we have our rea-

sons. 

May be that discussion needs 
to happen another day.  

But for now why not give 
church another go. You may 

be pleasantly surprised!  

It would be great to see you 
on the 27th.  



Here is a blog by someone called Geoff, I 
found it really thought provoking.   

Why don’t you have a go at writing a 
Gratitude list 

2 words, that are so impor-
tant and descriptive and yet 
2 words that sometimes are 
seldom used. We use words 
in different ways depending 
where we live or how we 
have been brought up.  

“THANKS” is a word that we 
use to acknowledge our ap-
preciation and regard for the 
positive actions of another 
person towards us. Around 
this part of our country I 
have noticed that instead of 
saying THANKS, at times we 
say, “that’ll do”.  It just does 
not seem to transfer the 

same amount of feeling 
somehow, don’t you think? 
“PRAISE” we use again to 
give an expression of how 
pleased we are because of 
knowing or receiving or ob-
serving something great in 
or from a person. It is an af-
firming word that takes at-
tention off ourselves and 
focuses on someone else. 
And so  it is appropriate that 
the Church of Ireland in 
launching its new Supple-
ment to the Hymn Book has 
called it “Thanks And Praise” 
We shall be singing hymns 
from Thanks and Praise at 
the Back To Church Sunday 

service and ias part of our wor-
ship in other future services. 
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It is not happy people 

who are thankful 

It is thankful people 

who are happy 

 Today, I’m aware of the fact that life is 

better than I deserve, which is saying 

something these days. The world is full of 

pain and suffering, hardship and turmoil, 

disappointment and regret. So the fact 

that I can be thankful and mean it is, in 

its own way, a small miracle. 

I’m learning there is a responsibility that 

comes with privilege. That I am blessed to 

bless. Gifted to give. I am expected to do 

something with the grace I’ve been given. 

 

And so are you. 

When I was younger, I didn’t understand 

gratitude. In a universe that seemed to 

hurt for no reason, giving thanks felt dis-

ingenuous. Living in a world where children 

die of hunger every day, it just didn’t 

make sense. But now I understand. Being 

grateful is a choice. 

So today, I chose to make a list. 

 

The gratitude list 
Gratitude is not my natural disposition, so 

this took some time and effort. It was a 

discipline to remind myself of the many 

reasons I have to be grateful. But it was 

an exercise well worth the discomfort. 

Here’s my challenge to you: Take some 

time today, wherever you are and what-

ever you’re doing, to come up with a grati-

tude list. If it doesn’t come naturally, 

don’t let that stop you from still giving 

thanks. There is still much to be thankful 

for, if we only have eyes to see. 

And in case you were wondering, here are 

my 10 reasons to give thanks today: 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMe_0uWzi8gCFQUaPgodouAEwQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canterburypress.co.uk%2Fbooks%2F9781848257634%2Fthanks-and-praise&bvm=bv.103073922,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGUcjIr
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1 I am thankful for my health, for being able to run 
half-marathons and eat turkey dinners. 

 

2 I am thankful for my wife, who vowed to be my big-
gest fan on the day we were married and has never 
once let me down. 

 

3 I am thankful for the gift and work of writing — 
that it is both extremely hard and easy at the same 
time. Easy to do, hard to master. Always frustrat-
ing. Always rewarding. 

 

4 I am extremely thankful for the online community of 
writers and readers who are making a difference in 
the world. You guys inspire me. 

 

5 I am thankful for living in a town full of creative 
minds and opportunities. 

 

6 I am thankful for doing work that matters. 
 

7 I am thankful for music — bands like Mumford and 
Sons and Nirvana and the Beatles. Their words and 
music inspire me to create my own art. 

 

8 I am thankful for movies — for being able to turn 
part of my brain off and still be inspired. 

 

9 I am thankful for books — eBooks, audiobooks, 
children’s books, novels, and memoirs. My shelves 
are full of them, and they are my one true lust. 

 

10 Lastly, and most importantly, I am thankful for 
Grace — for love that cannot be explained (only 
surrendered to), for a Creator that inspires creativ-
ity, for purpose and a hope that there is more to 

the story than we see. 
Having much gratitude makes such a difference in the 

way that we live and relate. Go on, make your list ! 

Kildress Is Online 
The Parish website is up and running and 

you can go there right now. 

The all important address 

 

http://kildress.armagh.anglican.org/ 

 

Go and have a look for yourself and come 

back to me (brian@aonet.org.uk) with 

any comments or suggestions.  

 

We also have a Facebook page. 

Just log on to Facebook and search for 

Kildress Parish Church  

IT  IS  TIME  FOR US TO GIVE 

THANKS  FOR  THE  HARVEST 

October 2015 
Friday 23th October, 8.00pm 

Special Preacher  

Rev. Jonny Campbell-Smyth 
 

Sunday 25th, October, 11.30 am 

Family Harvest 

 

Sunday 25th October, 7.00pm 

Special Preacher 

Rev Graham Spence 

http://goinswriter.com/half-marathon-training/
http://goinswriter.com/writing-tips/
http://goinswriter.com/writing-is-hard/
http://my500words.com/
http://jeffgoins.myadventures.org/?filename=bio
http://goinswriter.com/mumford-and-sons-writing/
http://goinswriter.com/midnight-paris/
http://astore.amazon.com/goiwri-20
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Frebekahlynbooks.com%2F2014%2F05%2F17%2Fbreaking-news-rebekah-lyn-books%2F&psig=AFQjCNGEVx5nkyEwaHBP1pOOnktbkWFTjw&ust=1443167637833673


SERVICE  PLANNER 

MONTH DATE  DAY TIME SERVICE  THEME 

Sep-15      

 6th Sun 11.30am Holy Communion Let Go To Hold On 

 13th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer How Do You Squeeze It All In? 

 17th Thurs 10.30am Morning Communion  

 20th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer Is Your Peace In Pieces 

 27th  Sun 11.30am Morning Worship - FOCUS Back To Church Sunday 

Oct-15      

 4th Sun 11.30am Holy Communion Finding God’s Will For Your Life 1 

 11th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer Finding God’s Will For Your Life 2 

 15th Thurs 10.30am Morning Communion  

 18th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer Finding God’s Will For Your Life 3 

 23rd Fri 8.00pm Friday Harvest Harvest Thanksgiving 

 25th Sun 11.30am Harvest FOCUS Harvest Thanksgiving 

 25th Sun 7.00pm Sunday Harvest Harvest Thanksgiving 

Nov-15      

 1st Sun 11.30am Holy Communion Come, Let’s Build Church Together 1 

 8th Sun 11.30am Act of Remembrance Remembering 

 15th Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer Come, Let’s Build Church Together 2  

 19th Thurs 10.30am Morning Communion  

 22nd Sun 11.30am Morning Prayer Come, Let’s Build Church Together 3 

 29th Sun 11.30am FOCUS Come, Let’s Build Church Together 4 

 29th Sun 3.00pm Beaver Carol Service  

Kildress Harvest Appeal 

2015 

 
One way in which 

we respond in 
Thanks and Praise 
at Harvest time is 
by giving back to 
the work of the 
Lord financially 

through our  
Harvest Appeal. 

 
You will have received your Harvest 
Appeal Envelope with this ROCK. 

Please think about how generous you 
could be in your giving.  

Many Thanks in advance 

 

 

Paul, our new treasurer is keen to 
organise our Free Will Offering to 
church by encouraging as many as 
possible to donate via  Direct 
Debit. We will speak about this 
more in future weeks. If this is 
something that you would wish to 
do then please speak to Paul about 

this as soon as possible. 

A small shoebox can have a big impact. 
What goes into the box is fun, but what 
comes out of it is eternal. Be a part of 

changing children's lives all over the world 
in Jesus' Name through the power of a sim-

ple gift with Operation Christmas Child. 
 

Please use the leaflet you received with 
this copy of THE ROCK for full instructions 
as to how you fill your box and the sticker, 

and money envelope 
 

Bring your completed box to church over 
the Harvest Weekend. 

                             Early              
       Christmas 

         Present. 

 

A pen with KILDRESS PARISH 
CHURCH printed on the pen 
along with a logo and carrier 
pouch Minimum donation £3. 

Available soon. 


